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LEAGUE TRUSTEES MEET 


James C. Ford was re-elected to a fifth term as 
president of the Temperance League of New Jersey at 
the annual meeting of the organization’s trustees at First 
Presbyterian Church in Bloomfield, January 26th. 


NEW OFFICERS 


Mr. Dewart Mr. Cox 

Rev. James Dewart, pastor of Grace Methodist 
Church in North Plainfield and chairman of the Newark 
Board of Temperance, was elected vice 
president, succeeding Rev. Gerald T. Krohn. Rev. 
George Cox, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of 
Bloomfield, was elected secretary, Miss 
Vernon Halliday. Don J. C. Drew, treasurer, and Mrs. 


Conference 


succeeding 


Orrin Ferry, assistant secretary, were re-elected. 

Elected for the first members of the 
League’s Executive Committee were the Rev. I. Luther 
Wilson, Zarepath, Pastor Derell K. Smith, Trenton, the 
Rev. Thomas F. Eden, Neptune, Professor John C. 
Lazenby, Princeton, and Mr. R. W. Atkinson, West- 
field. 

Organizations and denominational groups reported 
having elected or appointed for the first time the follow- 
ing representatives to the Board of Trustees: 

Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, Mrs. Elgin 
R. Mayer, Yardville; New Jersey Council of Churches, 
the Rev. Charles J. Wissink, Clifton; Newark Methodist 
Conference, the Rev. F. T. Bently, Paterson; New Jer- 
sey Conference Seventh Day Adventists, Elder M. K. 
Eckenroth and Pastor Derrell K. Smith, Trenton; Society 
of Friends, Mr. J. Collins Bartlett, Moorestown. 

Mr. R. W. Atkinson of Westfield and the Rev. 
Marvin W. Green, Roselle Park, were for the first time 
elected trustees-at-large. 

Other members of the Executive Committee and 
Board of Trustees were re-elected. 


time as 
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DRINKING AND ITS EFFECT 
ON LONGEVITY 


Recently a man in the southwest celebrated his 
94th birthday. When asked to what he attributed his 
long life he replied “I drink a pint of whiskey every 
day.” The wire services, news agencies, and radio com- 
mentators gave his statement considerable publicity. Such 
helps to keep alive the ancient myth “Drinking is good 
for you” by associating longevity with daily drinking. 

The average person who drinks “a pint a day” de- 
finitely will not prolong his life by so doing. Insurance 
actuaries certainly are impartial and their reports cover- 
ing the effect of drinking on life expectancy can be con- 
sidered as providing accurate comparisons. 

Pearce Shepherd of the Prudential Insurance Com- 
pany and Andrew C. Webster of Mutual Life Insurance 
Company have compiled the textbook “Selection of 
Risks” used by students preparing for examinations of 
the Society of Actuaries. In it they have devoted the 
major part of one chapter to a discussion entitled “Hab- 
its with Respect to the Use of Alcohol.” 

The authors concede, because there is a social stigma 
attached to the excessive use of alcohol, the applicant 
for life insurance may tend to minimize his report on 
the extent of his drinking. It is therefore recommended 
that other sources of information should be explored. It 
has been found that when an outside observer is aware 
of drinking habits that are sufficiently pronounced so as 
to cause comment such drinking is very likely to be in 
excess of normal. 

Lincoln National Life Insurance Company findings 
with respect to the effect of drinking are cited in the 
book “Selectiqn,eof¢Risks.” Since 100% is the normal 
mortality expentancy fof drinking in different degress of 
excess is clearly evident. Five of the classifications re 
flecting drinking habits and the mortality rate of each 
are: 

Intoxicated 6 times a year for a day or evening only 
277%. 

Intoxicated once a month for a day or evening only 
287%. 

Intoxicated once a week for a day or evening only 
328%. 

Intoxicated not oftener than 3 times a year but last- 
ing 2 or 3 days 332%. 

Intoxicated more than above 482%. 

The report also warned “There was a standard 
group with minimal criticisms as to habits and this group 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

God abundantly blessed the work of the League 
during the year 1958. Through the workings of His 
Holy Spirit doors have been opened, hearts have been 
touched, and decisions have been made. It is our prayer 
that the work of the League might increasingly be used 
to evidence the love in the hearts of many Christians 
who have a deep concern for both the present and the 
potential victim of alcohol’s seductive influence. 

Church Cooperation 

One of the most encouraging signs has been the 
number of churches which during 1958 cooperated with 
the League for the first time in five years or more. Ser- 
vices were held in 234 churches during 1958 as com- 
pared with 132 for the 1957 period. 

Educational Work 

The work in the high schools represents the most 
valuable service rendered by the League. Not a few 
schools have suggested we plan to reach each new class 
by visiting the school every year. Cranford High is typic- 
al in that respect. We spoke to grades 9 through 12 in 
1957 and were asked to return and address the current 
freshman class. The principal suggested each freshman 
class should hear the lecture and we should plan a yearly 
visit for that purpose. 

The 1958 school figures show: 

School visited feniene 32 

Groups addressed S313 

Average size of group —--. 76 

Total Students ns _..23,009 
Christmas Safety 

As in 1956 and again in 1957 the League sponsored 
a 1958 Campaign for Christmas Safety. Letters were sent 
to 2500 business firms and releases were sent the various 
newspapers. 

One very encouraging indication: The National 
Safety Council for the first time lent its influence to 
such an effort urging dry Christmas parties among all 
firms associated with the Council. 

Legislation 

The Temperance League does not employ a lobby- 
ist. We do, however, cooperate with the New Jersey 
Christian Conference on Legislation. (The program of 
the Conference is referred to in the article “Trenton 
Topics.” ) 





Radio 

Bishop White and Brother Wilson of the Pillar of 
Fire Station WAWZ have very generously continued to 
provide us with 15 minutes of broadcasting time each 
week. Our program includes news and comment on mat- 
ters of current interest having to do with the use, sale 
or manufacture of alcoholic beverages. 

Equipment 

During the year we found it necessary to purchase 
a new mimeograph machine and some shelving for sup- 
plies. We shall continue to add other items as will make 
for a more efficient office as we are able to afford such. 

Finances 

It was only with the generous help of certain indi- 
viduals who understood our serious financial problems 
during September, October and November that we were 
able to remain solvent. The very fine response to our 
mailing of the Christmas seals made it possible for us to 
finish the year with only a small deficit for the twelve 
month period. 

Personnel 

It is with regret that I remind you the Executive 
Committee decided it was necessary to terminate our re- 
lationship with Mr. Uncle and close the South Jersey 
office as of November 31. The area did not provide suf- 
ficient support to meet the expenses of such an office 
and it did not appear that we could expect any improve- 
ment in the forseeable future. Mr. Uncle very graciously 
understood our predicament and consented to continue 
to serve the League on a fee basis, speaking in churches 
and schools as we are able to arrange. 

Mrs. Ferry and Mrs. Beck continue to very ably dis- 
charge their duties in the office. Their loyalty is a 
source of considerable satisfaction. 

Our staff of Sunday speakers includes Mr. Lippin- 

Mr. Ford, the Rev. Mr. Whitaker and Mr. 
Ferguson. These men have rendered very acceptable 
service and made it possible for us to have a represent- 
ative in more churches than would have otherwise been 
possible. 


cott, 


The Future 

Suggestions with respect to future plans are under 
consideration. If funds and time permit we expect to 
develop these ideas. We contemplate holding regional 
conferences for pastors and church workers and will in- 
vestigate the possible distribution of posters for use in 
churches and schools. 

In conclusion I wish to welcome new members of 
the Board and to say thank you to those loyal men and 
women who have shared in our work during the past 
year. I trust all, new and older members, will find real 
satisfaction as we labor together in the interest of this 
ministry of love. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Georce W. Lewis, Jr. 
eee ecublaagitihe 

“The trouble with so many of the clergy is that 
we do not get excited about certain things that ought to 
excite us, but can stand and gaze upon moral evil with- 
out our pulse increasing a single beat or without any 
rising anger.” 

Professor James W. Clarke, 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
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WHO’S WHO 


Professor John C. Lazenby is one of the five new 
members of the League Executive Committee. We shall 
tell you about the others in subsequent numbers of the 
News. 

John C. Lazenby inherited his interest in temper- 
ance since his forebears came under the influence of 
John Wesley before leaving 
England. He was born at 
Lawrenceburg, Indiana, 
twenty-five miles from Cin- 
cinnati. His life work as a 
teacher began in the rural 
schools of Indiana. His un- 
dergraduate work was done 
at Indiana University and 
his graduate work at the 
University of Chicago. After 
serving in various executive 
positions in Indiana and 
Washington State, he joined 
the staff of the then Wiscon- 

Mr. Lazenby sin State College which later 
became the Milwaukee branch of the University of Wis- 
consin. There he held the position of Director Secondary 
Education. 

He has served on the Wisconsin Conference Board 
of Temperance and as chairman of the Temperance 
Committee of Kenwood Church in Milwaukee. In 1948 
he was elected a member of the Executive Committee 
and treasurer of the United Temperance Movement, the 
state organization in Wisconsin. 

Approximately two years ago Mr. Lazenby moved 
to Princeton where he now makes his home with his 
daughter's family. The New Jersey League, anxious to 
benefit from Mr. Lazenby’s experience in the temperance 
ministry, elected him a Trustee-at-Large in 1958 and to 
the Executive Committee at the last annual meeting. 


He is a member of the Princeton Methodist Church. 





eee Q—-———— 


STUDENTS ASK PARENTS’ AID 
TO CURB TEENAGE DRINKING 


Students in the New Trier High School near 
Chicago, took a look at the teen-age drinking problem 
plaguing their school. They did not like what they saw. 
The result — a letter to the parents of the school’s more 
than 3,600 students asking help of the mothers and 
dads. 

The letter, signed by the presidents of three student 
organizations; the Girl's Club, the Student Council, and 
the Tri-Ship Boys Club pulled no punches. It stated: 
“We are concerned about a problem . . . The problem 
is drinking. It is becoming serious because of the in- 
creasing number of people involved and the action of 
those students while under the influence of alcohol.” 

Stating bluntly, “We strongly feel there is no need 
for a high school student to drink”, the three officers 
then charged “but yet, some parents must feel there is, 
because there are parties at which cocktails are served to 
students.” 





The letter continued, “In other cases, parents 
knowingly let students bring liquor into parties . 
Whether they are afraid to ask people to leave . . . or 
whether they just don’t care, we do not know. 

“Drinking is not a game! Yet many of our friends 
(your children) are treating it as if were. Must the name 
of New Trier be lowered again and again because of the 
abnoxious actions of its students . . 
toxicated? 

“Must more houses become damaged before parents 
become interested . . . ? We as students can really do 
little to control the problem. That is why we are turning 
to you for help!” 

The Union Signal editor in commenting on the 
students’ action said, “Three cheers for intelligent, 
straight thinking youth!” 

“The letter was courteous, reasonable, not intended 
as an indictment of parents, but just to get ‘some parents 
to stop and think.’ What an innocent revelation of the 
indifference and unconcern and lack of responsibility 
which is typical of so many parents . . . 


. who become in 


Is there a teen-age drinking problem in your area? 
Why wait till the student leaders appeal for help before 
recognizing the need? Parents of high school students 
can, through the P.T.A., set up a code to which all 
should subscribe. 


One P.T.A. group, along with suggestions regarding 
dating, the use of the family car, and entertaining, has 
this to say about drinking: “Drinking among high 
school students presents a serious problem in which 
parents must consider their responsibilities. Young peo- 
ple confirm that a large number of parents serve alcoholic 
beverages (beer, wine and whiskey) to young guests in 
their homes. It is well known that, because of lax parent- 
al chaperonage, alcoholic beverages are brought to parties 
by guests, and are served by the guests themselves. 
Parents have a major responsibility in this matter. They 
are aware of the hazards of teen-age drinking — youth 
is not.” 


The parents then announced they were agreed— 

a. No one has the moral right to serve any alcoholic 
beverage to other people’s children. The adult who 
does so is directly responsible for any of the serious 
consequences which may result. 

b. Since New Jersey State Law prohibits the sale of 
alcoholic beverages to persons under twenty-one and 
forbids their having such in their possession in pub- 
lic places or in automobiles, to condone either prac- 
tice would encourage disrespect for all laws. 

c. Public opinion stamps as improper and inconsiderate 
the serving of beer or liquor to any high school boy 
or gitl who is a guest in your home. 

d. Parents should impound any alcoholic beverage 
which is brought to a party. No alcoholic beverages 
should be accessible to young guests. 

e. Young people should not feel that it is a disgrace to 
decline an alcoholic drink. 

f. Young people should be informed that it is fool- 
hardy to ride with a driver who is under the in- 
fluence of alcohol, and should be encouraged in- 


stead to seek safer means of transportation.” 
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TRENTON TOPICS 


Governor Robert B. Meyner in his fifth annual 
message to members of the Legislature strongly urged 


enactment of new legislation in the interest of greater 
highway safety. The drunk driver was one of the prin- 
cipal targets singled out by the Governor who said, “I 
recommend for your consideration a legal requirement 
that every driver be called upon to agree to a scientific 
test of sobriety as a condition of being allowed to drive. 
The object should be to make possible a prompt and 
accurate determination of fitness to drive, and should be 
as much for the protection of the fit driver as for the 
detection of the unfit.” 


Assembly bill No. 168 has been introduced in keep- 
ing with the Governor’s recommendation. 


The New Jersey Christian Conference on Legisla- 
tion in a letter signed by its Chairman, the Rev. John 
B. Crowell of Elizabeth, reminded all members of the 
Legislature of the interest of church folk in legislation 
like that proposed by the Governor. 


Mr. Crowell also advised legislators the Christian 

Conference program calls for legislation which will limit 

the hours of sale of alcoholic 

beverages under retail con- 

sumption licenses to not ear- 

lier than 7 A. M. and not lat- 

er than 12 midnight, legisla- 

tion that will prohibit sale of 

alcoholic beverages on Sun- 

day, and _ legislation that 

would prevent the evasion of 

that section of the New Jer- 

sey Alcoholic Beverage Law 

which permits municipal re- 

ferenda once in five years 

having to do with hours of 

Mr. Crowell sale. It was explained, in 

some municipalities, by changing slightly the hours 

called for in a previous referendum, referenda have been 
held annually in an effort to secure Sunday sales. 


The Conference, organized to promote a better re- 
ligious, moral and social order in the state has among 
its member organizations, the New Jersey Council of 
Churches, the New Jersey Christian Endeavor Union, 
the New Jersey Temperance Society, the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union of New Jersey, the Tem- 
perance League of New Jersey and the Lord’s Day Alli- 
ance of New Jersey. 


The Temperance News would remind its readers: 


1. The Conference 


prevent its enactment. 


cannot enact legislation nor 


2. It can only report concerning bills in which it 
thinks you are interested. 


3. The final outcome will be determined by 
whether or not concerned citizens express themselves by 
letter, telephone calls, and personal visits that members 


of the legislature might know the wishes of the voters. 





LEAGUE TRUSTEES MEET 
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Mr. Ford in addressing the trustees after his re- 
election reported that California is the only state with a 
higher rate of alcoholism than New Jersey. He added: 


“The driver who has been drinking is now recog- 
nized as more dangerous than most imagined. Intensi- 
fied social pressures are forcing many young people to 
assume they have to drink. All these evidence the need 
for the distribution of factual information about the 
effects of beverage alcohol and an intensified objective 
educational work in the schools and churches.” 


Dr. Edward B. Dunford of Washington, attorney 
for the National Temperance League and chief speaker 
at a dinner which followed the trustees’ meeting, cited 
a recent Gallup Poll, showing a I2 per cent increase in 
the number of adult abstainers since 1945, as evidence 
of the effect of temperance education. 


DRINKING AND ITS EFFECT 


(Continued from Page 1) 


returned a morality of 225% of the expected, indicating 
that underwriting caution is necessary even when slight 
criticisms as to the use of alcohol are present.” 


The reformed drinker is a much better risk. The 
figures from the Medico-Actuarial Investigation dealing 
with those who were formerly intemperate to any degree 
but who had reformed without treatment and had been 
accepted as standard risks are as follows: 

Last intoxication within 2 years of application 
131%. 

Last intoxication between 2 and 5 years of applica- 
tion 134%. 

Last intoxication between 5 and 10 years of appli- 
cation 107%. 

While greatly reducing the risk these figures indi- 
cate that reform by itself does not remove the possibility 
of extra mortality which may result because of an al- 
ready impaired physical condition. 


Contributing to the high mortality among drinkers, 
especially in the younger age group, are deaths due to 
accident, homicide, and suicide. Deaths due to alcohol- 
ism, cirrhosis of the liver and diseases of the respiratory 
system are also an important factor. 


The evidence indicates that total abstainers show 
a more favorable mortality than non-abstainers, the death 
rate of the abstainers being roughly two-thirds to three 
fourths that of non-abstainers. 


In Great Britain, Canada, and other member coun- 
tries of the British Commonwealth of Nations there are 
companies which charge a lower premium rate for non- 
drinkers. Persons thus insured are generally required to 
make an annual declaration to the effect they are still 
in the total abstainer class. 








